Hairdresser had link to judge

BY CHRISTINE LIAS
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

A Los Altos woman who dressed
a former Palo Alto police official’s
hair testified yesterday that a Los
Gatos detective she was friendly
with arranged to have her drunken-dri-

ving case handled by Judge William
Danser. Transferring the case was unusu-
al because Danser, on trial for allegedly
fixing tickets, heard cases in San Jose and
Anna Marie Keane’s Los Altos arrest
would usually be handled in the Palo Alto
courthouse. But instead of appearing in

Judge Douglas Southard’s Palo Alto
courtroom, Keane went before Danser
after the accused judge called
the Peninsula court to arrange the
transfer, Southard’s clerk testified yester-
day. Prosecutors allege the case is a prime

See DANSER, page 34
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Surprise witness revealed

~oothill student saw police strike Albert Hopkins

BY SARA GAISER
DALY NEWS STAFF WRITER

A surprise witness whose existence was kept under
wraps testified yesterday that he saw one of two Palo

Alto police officers hit Albert Hopkins
on the knee with a baton after yelling at
him to get down on the ground.

Scott Cowger, a 20-year-old Foothill
College student, said he recognized
Hopkins as his former baseball coach,
but considered the man an acquaintance,
not a friend.

“He was kind of intense,” Cowger
said on the witness stand inside Judge
Diane Northway’s courtroom in the
North County Courthouse in Palo Alto.

Cowger went to police shortly after
the July 13 incident last year. Yesterday
marked the first time he has spoken pub-
licly about the beating. Until yesterday,
his mere existence wasn’t common
knowledge

Cowger testified at a preliminary
hearing to determine if officers Craig
Lee, 40, and Michael Kan, 25, will stand
trial for the alleged assault of Palo Alto
resident Albert Hopkins after he refused
to show identification or comply with
orders.

The officers, who initially contacted
Hopkins as a possible suspicious person
after he was seen sitting in his parked
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ON THE STAND — Foothill College student Scott Cowger, left, testifies yesterday about witnessing an incident last year where Albert
Hopkins claims two Palo Alto police officers beat him. Judge Diane Northway, center, listens to Cowger’s response from prosecutor Peter

Judge’s body language
Irks Quattrone’s lawyer

car, face up to three years in prison if convicted. The two
officers are back on duty and Hopkins is $250,000 rich-
er after settling a civil claim against the city.

Cowger said he saw Hopkins talking to two officers
on Oxford Avenue the night of the incident after leaving

See TESTIMONY, page 35

Council leaning toward
voluntary preservation

BY MARK HELFEN

offer incentives under a new preservation

NEW YORK (AP) — A lawyer
defending former investment banker

claim that he had unfairly interrupted
defense questioning of witnesses,

DAILY NEWS CORRESPONDENT

ordinance.

Frank Quattrone of Los Altos Hills at
his retrial complained yesterday that
the judge’s body language conveys to
jurors that he is hostile to the defense.

U.S. District Judge Richard Owen
said he was puzzled by the complaint.

saying he was just trying to move the
trial along.

The sparring between Owen and
defense lawyer John W. Keker came
outside the presence of the jury on the
third day of Quattrone’s retrial on
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Mountain View City Council decided last
night to use a carrot instead of a stick when it
comes to preserving historic buildings, coax-
ing property owners with incentives instead of

forcing preservation.

In a 4-1 straw poll with council member

The new ordinance will replace an existing
emergency ordinance that expires Friday.
Council previously passed an emergency ordi-
nance in response to concerns over develop-

ment and had to codify the law to make it per-

manent. The emergency rules preserved older

Rosemary Stasek opposed, council decided to
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