2002 Candidate Questionnaire





Name_Rosemary Stasek____Office you seek___22nd AD_______Phone_650-988-1053__


I am a registered Democrat:    Yes___X___ No_____


Indicate whether you support, support with reservation, or oppose the following issues�



Support�
Support with reservation�



Oppose�
�
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS ISSUES�
�
�
�
�
1.  Roe V. Wade which guarantees women's right to choose abortion up to the time the fetus is viable or at any time if an abortion is necessary to preserve a woman's life or health�
X�
�
�
�
2.  Guaranteeing to all women the right to have the full range of reproductive information and services�
X�
�
�
�
3.  Comprehensive coverage for contraception and abortion under public and private medical insurance�
X�
�
�
�
4.  Continued public funding for prenatal care, family planning and abortion services for low-income women�
X�
�
�
�
5.  A minor's right to confidential access to the full range of reproductive information and services�
X�
�
�
�
6.  Laws to protect patients, doctors and other health care personnel and their families from harassment�
X�
�
�
�
WORK-PLACE ISSUES�
�
�
�
�
1.  Equal pay for equal work  and equal pay for comparable worth�
X�
�
�
�
2.  Extension of benefits to gay and lesbian domestic partnerships�
X�
�
�
�
3.  Extension of benefits to heterosexual domestic partnerships�
�
X�
�
�
4.  Federal standards regarding affirmative action policies�
X�
�
�
�
5.  Reinstatement of state affirmative action programs�
X�
�
�
�
6.  Retention of union-friendly legislation�
�
X�
�
�
7.  Workers' right to organize into a union without losing a job�
X�
�
�
�
8.  Worker's right to refuse to cross a picket line�
�
X�
�
�
9.  Labor practices that allow strikebreakers or replacement workers to be hired permanently�
�
�
X�
�
10.  The practice of replacing employees with contracted services�
�
X�
�
�
11.  Paid maternity/family leave�
X�
�
�
�
CHILD-CARE ISSUES�



Support�
Support with reservation�



Oppose�
�
1.  Public funding assistance for child care for low-income families�
X�
�
�
�
2.  Employers' benefits packages for child care�
X�
�
�
�
3.  Employer tax relief if child-care facilities are provided�
�
X�
�
�
FAMILY-FRIENDLY ISSUES�
�
�
�
�
1.  State-mandated child support collection�
X�
�
�
�
2.  Public funding assistance for women's shelters�
X�
�
�
�
3.  Comprehensive, coordinated programs to help reduce the incidence of domestic violence�
X�
�
�
�
4.  State mandated affordable housing�
�
X�
�
�
5.  Local rent control ordinance�
�
�
X�
�
6.  Equal rights for gays and lesbians in employment, housing and the military�
X�
�
�
�
7.  Legal recognition of domestic partnerships�
X�
�
�
�
EDUCATIONAL ISSUES�
�
�
�
�
1.  Age-appropriate sexuality and AIDS education in schools�
X�
�
�
�
2.  Increased financing for public education at all levels�
�
X�
�
�
3.  Maintaining or reducing current fees for public higher education�
�
X�
�
�
4.  Proposals to provide school vouchers�
�
�
X�
�
5.  Censorship of the internet or books provided in public libraries�
�
�
X�
�
HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES�
�
�
�
�
1.  Reasonable limits on gun access and use�
X�
�
�
�
2.  Accessible mental health and addiction prevention and treatment services�
X�
�
�
�
GOVERNMENTAL REFORM ISSUES�
�
�
�
�
1.  Diversity in all government appointments�
X�
�
�
�
2.  Simple majority votes on all funding issues�
X�
�
�
�
3.  Gender equity in all phases of representative government�
X�
�
�
�
4.  Public funding of political campaigns�
�
X�
�
�
5.  Free air time for candidates�
X�
�
�
�
(Please explain reservations on a separate sheet.)


Signature_____________________________			Date__________________________


�
Answers to Questions “Support with Reservations” 


Extension of benefits to heterosexual domestic partnerships – while I have no philosophical opposition to this, I believe the primary fairness issue is with regard to same-sex couples.  Heterosexual couples have the legal option to get married to obtain benefits where available.  Same-sex couples to not have this legal right.  I am proud to have been successful in working to pass domestic partner benefits for city employees.  Until same-sex couples have all of the same legal rights as heterosexual couples, my emphasis will be to work toward providing access to benefits to same-sex couples first.


Retention of union-friendly legislation – I could not answer this question unequivocally without knowing specifically what legislation was being referred to.  I am strongly in support of fair labor practices and the laws enforced by the FLRB.


Worker’s right to refuse to cross a picket line – In specific circumstances consideration would need to be given if a worker were critical for a life, health or safety reason.


The practice of replacing employees with contracted services – In my time on the Mountain View City Council, I have supported the city providing services through a combination of city employees and contract services.  In making this decision I consider the most responsible use of the taxpayer dollars and the method that will provide the highest quality service to residents.





Employer tax relief if child-care facilities are provided – I am generally opposed to tax breaks to incent business practices.  I think child-care facilities make excellent business sense from an employee retention and productivity perspective and employers should provide them without tax benefits.


State mandated affordable housing – As a local elected official, my experience with state-mandated programs is that municipalities get the responsibility and not enough resources.  Housing is an issue that must remain in local control.  Communities must retain the ability to make land-use decisions without state mandates, which are never reflective of local constraints and community standards.


Increased financing for public education at all levels – once again, I recognize the need to increase education spending to improve our dismal state standings in this area.  However, in the past, that money has been diverted directly from local governments.  Pitting fire departments against schools is not the answer and until the state can address providing the education funding needed without taking away local governments’ already-limited funding, this issue will remain a source of conflict. I also believe we much take a sharp look at making sure education resources are focused on the classroom and not just additional administrative expenditures.


Maintaining or reducing current fees for public higher education – I think resources should be allocated toward providing financial assistance to those students with economic need, rather than across-the-board fee reductions.





Public funding of political campaigns - The issue of campaign finance is an important one to me, given my modest campaign budgets.    I’m frankly more interested in reforming the current system of contributions and spending as an effective way to make campaigns more accessible and honest.  I’m not sure how I feel about allocating limited local government resources to campaign financing.  I think we still have lots more work to do on contribution reform before looking at that.


Please answer the following questions on a separate page:


What have you done or would you do to combat domestic violence?


In my 5 years on the Mountain View City Council I have supported our police department’s close relationship with the Support Network for Battered Women.  Trained volunteers work at our police station and review every case of domestic violence reported.  They then follow up with the victims to identify next steps and assistance with the cases.  I have an excellent relationship with the Support Network and recently spoke at one of their volunteer events.  They know that they can call on me as a resource and support for their efforts. I would bring my local experience to support legislation on the state level that can provide better protection for domestic violence victims.


What have you done or would you do to address mental illness and addiction?


I am supportive of programs that address mental illness and addiction and think that resources that are targeted toward homelessness and our prison system should be directed to these issues, since they have such a direct impact.  I am especially supportive of increasing the access pregnant women have to drug treatment programs, since so few of them exist.


Has affirmative action helped or hurt you personally or someone you know?  Give examples.


I can’t cite a specific personal example.


Did you attend public schools?  Which grades?  Do you or did you send your children to public schools?  Why or why not?


I did not attend public schools and I do not have any children.


Why are you running for this elective office?  What is "your message" to the voters and how do you plan to get it out?  (Attach your campaign literature.)


I have had the privilege of working on a variety of local issues in my five years on the Mountain View City Council and am eager to bring my combined experience as a local legislator, pro-choice activist and high tech professional to the State Assembly. My message will focus on my leadership and experience in issues that are of key concern to the constituents of the 22nd AD – housing, transportation, education and choice. I will leverage my broad exposure in the community as an elected official to run a competitive grassroots campaign. I will also focus on mail, phoning and an extensive walk program. I will be hosting several fund-raisers in January, and will also keep in touch with voters through community forums and other opportunities.


What experience, ability and interests do you bring to the position that you are seeking?  How do you distinguish yourself from the other candidates in your race?


I am serving my second term on the Mountain View City Council and have served as Mountain View Mayor and Vice Mayor. I am a member of the Housing Leadership Council, the CalTrain Policy Advisory Board, County Emergency Preparedness Council, and played a leadership role in bringing BART to Silicon Valley. I have worked for over ten years as a web developer, systems administrator and network engineer. I have also taught computer technology classes at DeAnza Community College for six years. In addition, I have served as State Director of California Catholics for Free Choice for over a decade, and I’ve served on the Board of Planned Parenthood and the Commission on the Status of Women. I was honored as a Distinguished Woman of the 14th Congressional District, and received the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Rights Freedom of Religion Award.


I am running as the candidate with the business, education leadership skills and independence to make the right decisions for our community and the state.


What are the leading issues in your race and what will be your positions on these issues?  Please prioritize your concerns.


Partnering with local communities to make state resources available to help address their affordable housing needs; identifying strategies for funding our state’s backlog of transportation infrastructure needs; and, developing education initiatives that include lifelong education and training programs and bilingual education for a generation of Californians who are competitive in a global economy and citizens of a global society.


Discuss your campaign finances and structure.


I will raise $150-200,000. This will not be as much as my opponents, but I have always been successful while spending less than my opponents. I have three paid staff, a campaign coordinator, general consultant, and fundraising consultant. As mentioned above, my deep grassroots support in the community will provide a strong volunteer base.


What specific campaign finance reforms do you support?  Why? 


As a candidate who has won 2 elections being outspent – my first one by a 10-1 ratio - I am an avid supporter of campaign finance reform. I believe that the escalating campaign costs keep good people from running, and good people who run from being supported because they aren’t considered “viable” if they aren’t willing to raise the excessive sums currently considered a requirement in campaign.


Have you served on any boards, community groups or commissions or in any elected offices or leadership positions in the community and what is your attendance record?


I have served on many boards and community groups, my full biography can be found at http://www.stasek.com/campaign/biography.shtml.  In five years on the Mountain View City Council I have missed 2 meetings, one to attend the Secretary of Defense’s Joint Civilian Orientation Conference and a 2nd for a family trip to the East Coast.


What efforts would you support or propose to prepare women coming off welfare for skilled jobs that pay a livable wage?


Job training for jobs that pay a living wage.  Training women to be fast-food cashiers is not the answer.  Training in computer skills, building trades and other well-paying jobs is what is needed.  Healthcare benefits are vital.  Women need to know they do not have to choose between job training and insurance for their children.  And finally childcare.  Women cannot successfully sustain and complete the extended training programs necessary for these high-paying jobs if they do not have access to affordable, accessible childcare.


12.What efforts would you propose or support to provide accessible and affordable housing?


Affordable Housing is the number one issue for me in this campaign, and I have a 5-year reputation for being a leader on this issue. My full position paper on this issue can be found at http://www.stasek.com/campaign/positions/housing.shtml


What efforts have you supported or proposed to reduce the use of nonrenewable natural resources?


I have supported the city’s use of electric vehicles and would support legislation requiring manufacturers to increase the percentage of hybrid/electric vehicles produced.  I also would work to provide incentive to dramatically increase residential solar power production.


What measures have you supported or will you support to help reduce air and water pollution? 


I believe housing and transportation are the most important factors in reducing air pollution, as well as more fuel-efficient vehicles as discussed above. In regard to water quality the regional board has recently passed new rules about runoff control, but these rules need to strike a balance between scientific theory and the reality of maintaining these systems. Again, small and medium-sized communities may not have the resources and expertise to effectively manage their systems. Water quality needs to be handled on a scale that addresses the reality of implementation issues and provides for economically mitigating the environmental impacts. 





Adaptive management needs to be incorporated into all state-funded projects for water quality. Current grant funding simply assumes that projects are working.  We need to close the loop on these projects through a system of installation, operation, evaluation and modification.  We can utilize adaptive management to take advantage of advances in our knowledge to make sure the taxpayers money is funding projects that are working.  


How might you help expand after school programs?


In Mountain View, I have been a strong supporter of our funding of after school programs and bringing music and art programs into the schools.  Given the serious budget issues this year, there will be very little ability to bring new revenue to these programs, so I would continue my efforts to involve local government, corporations and non-profits in this area.


Only DAWN members are privy to this questionnaire


D.A.W.N.


Democratic Activists For Women Now
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