District 22 State Assembly

Candidate Questionnaire

March 2002 Election

COMPAC Board of Trustees
Please answer all questions and provide information on no more than six typed pages.  Please repeat the question before answering.  Provide the following information at the top of the first page.

Name Rosemary Stasek Campaign Committee Name The Committee to Elect Rosemary Stasek
Address 273-B Jessie Lane  City Mountain View, CA Zip 94041
Phone # 650/998-1053    Occupation Web developer/City Councilmember
Office Seeking  State Assembly, 22nd District  ID#  1233790
E-mail Address    rosemary@stasek.com

Questions:
1. Name your three top priorities and your strategy to implement those priorities.
Partnering with local communities to make state resources available to help address their affordable housing needs; identifying strategies for funding our state’s backlog of transportation infrastructure needs; and, developing education initiatives that include lifelong education and training programs and bilingual education for a generation of Californians who are competitive in a global economy and citizens of a global society.

2. What is the greatest challenge in your district?  In the state in general?
Addressing the current economic slowdown is our biggest challenge.  We need to develop economic stimulus programs and safety nets to weather the current downturn, and we need to take full advantage of the economic recovery by anticipating needs and opportunities to provide housing, improve transportation and meet other critical needs. We need leadership that will address these needs directly, without pandering to special interests.

3. Please provide a brief overview of your campaign strategy.  Please include key endorsements, fundraising goals, amount raised to date, and the name of any consultants retained by you.     I am running an independent campaign that focuses on my strengths as the only candidate with substantial high tech experience (12 years as a web developer and systems administrator), as the only candidate with substantial education experience (6 years as a Community College instructor), as the only candidate who has been a leader on women’s issues (12 years in the leadership of a statewide choice organization), and as the only candidate with the leadership skills and independence to make the right decisions for our community and the state. I have been endorsed by County Supervisor Pete McHugh and many Silicon Valley City Councilmembers and Commissioners. My fundraising goal is $200,000. I have retained Greg Sellers as my general consultant and Greg Evans as my fundraising consultant.

4. The Governor recently announced the need to reduce state expenditures.  His suggestions included substantial cuts for K-12 education.  Do you agree with his recommendation, and if not, what would you do? 
We need to minimize cuts to education, but it will be essential that we make substantial cuts across the board to address the budget deficit. I will make education the budget’s top priority, but will also look for ways of delivering needed education services for less money. My primary focus will be to make sure that education dollars are focused on students and teachers in the classroom.

5. What expenditures would you cut or taxes would you raise to address the expected $2 billion dollar projected state budget shortfall?







The budget shortfall is now projected to be significantly higher than $2 billion, making it even more critical to our future. The same economic downturn that has created this shortfall has impacted California families and businesses, and additional taxes will only exacerbate their already difficult situations. I would therefore only raise taxes as a last resort, and only after substantial budget cuts were in place. We need to look at reductions to all non-essential services, and challenge every state department, to make meet budget reduction goals.

6. What are your suggestions to address the short and long-term energy needs for California?  Please give specific proposals. 










Energy has exploded onto the consciousness of every Californian in the last year. While California’s deregulation has become the poster child for disastrous legislation, it has created the perfect atmosphere in which to advance the cause of alternative energy sources. The percentage of generating capacity which should come from renewable sources such as wind and solar should rise over time.  As technologies develop and come to market, the state should embrace them.  Currently, the state could reasonably require more than the current ten percent renewables.  An exact figure would depend on detailed analysis, and over time the percentage should continue increasing.

Now is also an excellent opportunity to provide support for residential solar programs.  Californians are very conscious of our energy challenges and their impressive conservation efforts show that there is popular support and commitment to alternative measures.
7. Worker compensation costs for employers are again rising.  Do you have any specific legislative proposals to address this issue?
I was on worker’s compensation for a repetitive stress injury. I am acutely aware of the deficiencies in the worker’s compensation system, which currently does not meet the needs of either the employees or the employer. The system needs to bring more of a focus to addressing the medical needs of injured workers and less on the bureaucracy of administrative requirements. I would bring this experience to this complex issue and would work to craft a solution that brings takes the already-considerable expenditures of the system more to the direct benefit of injured workers. 
You must return this questionnaire by Tuesday, December 4, 2002.   Please leave a telephone number where you can be reached between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Return to Salina Lee, San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce, 310 S. First Street, San Jose, Ca 95113.  Telephone: (408) 291-5282.  Fax:  (408) 286-5019.

