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Promoting Reproductive Choices Throughout California


CARAL - CHOICE PAC

CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
CARAL- Choice PAC endorses and supports California legislative and statewide candidates who are pro-choice and who support a full range of reproductive rights for all women.  Responses to the following questions will be used for purposes of endorsement and contribution decisions.  The deadline is January 3, 2002. If you prefer to receive a copy of this questionnaire by e-mail, please contact us at caral@aol.com. 
Candidate's Name:  _Rosemary Stasek_________
Committee Name: _The Committee to Elect Rosemary Stasek___   I.D. #:  1233790

Campaign Address: _273-B Jessie Lane, Mountain View, CA 94041_____________

Campaign Phone Number: _650-988-1053___  Fax: _650-988-1053___
Campaign Manager:_______________ I.D. #: ____________________________

Office Sought and District Number:  _AD 22_______

Current Office (If applicable):  _Mountain View City Council_______

Party:  _X__    Democrat  ___    Republican  ___   Other (please specify) 


_______   Incumbent   _______   Challenger   ___X___   Open Seat

Type of request:  Endorsement __X__   Financial Support: _as you decide_

Primary Opponent(s): _Sally Lieber, Rod Diridon Jr._____________

__________________________________________________________________

General Opponent(s): _______________________

__________________________________________________________________

Candidate's Signature  _______________________________   Date __________
As an elected official in California, you will have the power to affect reproductive rights and health policies.  The following list delineates the areas in which your power will be most influential for women and their families in California.  If you have any questions regarding any of these statements, please feel free to contact Stacey Karp, CARAL’s Political Director, at 415-334-1502. 

Please indicate whether you support or oppose the following:

Position on Choice

1. Do you support/oppose Roe v. Wade, the 1973 landmark decision legalizing abortion in America?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

2. 
Would you support/oppose maintaining a woman's fundamental right to choose a safe, legal abortion?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

3.
Would you support/oppose efforts, legislative or otherwise, to outlaw or restrict access to abortion in California?

___ Support 


_X__ Oppose

4.
Would you support/oppose legislation that would interfere with a physician's medical judgment and the patient’s choice to determine the safest and most appropriate abortion procedure to use to terminate a pregnancy, such as late-term abortion?

___ Support


_X__ Oppose


If support, please explain.

5.
Would you support/oppose other legislative or judicial restrictions on a woman's access to abortion such as spousal notification/consent, mandatory waiting periods or state mandated counseling and propaganda materials? 

___ Support


_X__ Oppose

If support, what restrictions do you support? 

6. 
Would you support/oppose the use of fetal tissue for biomedical research?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

7.    
Would you support/oppose funding for human embryo research, including    

human stem cell? 


_X__ Support


___ Oppose

8. 
Do you support/oppose all abortion procedures, including medical abortion, 

such as mifepristone (formerly known as RU-486)?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

9.   
Do you support/oppose all forms of birth control, including emergency  

contraception (EC)?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

10. 
Do you support/oppose full availability of EC, including being dispensed over the counter and/or by pharmacists?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

11. Do you support/oppose a pharmacist’s refusal to dispense EC based on 

personal beliefs.

___ Support


__X_ Oppose

Public Funding and Facilities
12.
Would you support/oppose public funding of abortion services without restrictions for low-income women who depend upon the state Medi-Cal Program for their health care?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose


If oppose, please specify.  (e.g., only in cases of rape or incest, or only when a woman's life or health is endangered)

13.
Would you support/oppose any efforts to prohibit or restrict the availability of Medi-Cal funding for pre-natal care or abortion services for specific groups of women, including but not limited to minors or undocumented women?




___ Support


_X__ Oppose

If support, what restrictions would you support?  

14.
Would you support/oppose limitations on public funding to public health facilities (e.g. hospitals and clinics) that provide the full range of reproductive services, including performing abortions and voluntary sterilization?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

15.
Would you support/oppose efforts to deny pregnant women information about abortion services?

___ Support


__X_ Oppose

16.
Would you support/oppose laws to prevent reproductive health care providers, their patients, and their families from being intimidated, harassed and subject to violence?




_X__ Support


___ Oppose

Insurance and Health Care

17.
Would you support/oppose legislation to prohibit or restrict the inclusion of abortion services in the health benefits of public employees?




___ Support


_X__ Oppose

If support, what prohibitions or restrictions would you support?  

18.
Would you support/oppose including a full range of reproductive health care services, including contraception and abortion, as basic benefits in a state or national health care reform package?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

Minors

19.
Would you support/oppose the right of a minor to obtain abortion services confidentially, without parental consent, notification, or a court or agency order?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

20.
Would you support/oppose government funding for school-based health clinics that fully address the reproductive health needs of adolescents, including information about STDs, contraception and abortion?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

21.
Would you support/oppose comprehensive, age-appropriate sexuality education in the public schools?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose

22. Would you support/oppose abstinence-only sex education?

___ Support


_X__ Oppose

Contraceptives
23.
In 1999, the California legislature passed the Women’s Contraceptive Equity Act which requires inclusion of FDA approved prescription contraceptives in existing prescription drug coverage programs by insurance and HMO companies.  Would you support/oppose attempts to restrict or revoke this existing law?

___ Support


_X__Oppose

***Please Note – I am proud to have been a named Amicus Curae in the Appeals Court decision that upheld this legislation against challenge by Catholic Charities.

More Reproductive Rights Issues

24. 
Would you support/oppose extending personhood to a fetus?

___ Support


_X__ Oppose


If support, why?

25. Would you support/oppose requiring health facilities that accept public funds to provide, or refer, the full range of reproductive services, including abortions?

_X__ Support


___ Oppose 

26. Do you support/oppose non-consensual testing of pregnant women seeking 

obstetrical care for evidence substance abuse?

___ Support


__X_ Oppose

27. Do you support/oppose the Global Gag Rule, which prohibits the U.S. Agency 

for International Development from granting family-planning funds to any foreign non-governmental organization unless it agrees not to use its own, private, non-U.S. funds to counsel, refer, advocate or provide abortion services?

___ Support


_X__ Oppose

Other remarks:

Personal Background/History:

Rosemary Stasek is currently in her second term on the Mountain View City Council and a candidate for the California State Assembly. She was elected to her first term in 1996 and served as the City’s Mayor for the year 2000.  She chairs the Council’s Finance Committee, the Community Center ad hoc committee and the Investment Review Committee. She serves on the Council Technology Committee, the Neighborhoods Committee and represents the city on the CalTrain Policy Advisory Board and the Santa Clara County Emergency Preparedness Council. She is a member of Women in Municipal Government for the National League of Cities, the Advisory Board of the Silicon Valley Environmental Index and the Silicon Valley Manufacturing Group’s Housing Leadership Council. 
Stasek was born and raised in Northeast Pennsylvania and graduated from Cornell University with a Bachelor's degree in Economics. She was a Dean’s List student and manager of the football and wrestling teams. 
Stasek has worked for the past decade in the computer industry.  She is currently a web developer working for prominent high tech firms in Silicon Valley.  She spent six years as an instructor at DeAnza Community College teaching Introduction to Microcomputer Networks. 
In addition to serving on the Mountain View City Council, Stasek has a broad history of political involvement, especially women’s issues activism.  In 1989 she co-founded California Catholics for Free Choice and serves as state director. She has served on the Board of Planned Parenthood Advocates Mar Monte and the Santa Clara County Commission on the Status of Women.  Her honors include being named a Distinguished Woman of the 14th Congressional District, the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Rights Freedom of Religion Award and the Alameda National Women’s Political Caucus Pro-Choice Champion Award.  She was a nominee for the Silicon Valley Women of Achievement Award.  She is a member of the California State Democratic Central Committee. 
In 1999 she was selected by the Secretary of Defense to participate in the Joint Civilian Orientation Conference, which took her to military installations across the country and aboard an aircraft carrier in the Pacific Ocean.  She broadened her knowledge of military affairs, especially issues involving women in serving in the Armed Forces. She now serves as a member of the US Air Force Space Commanders Group. 
Stasek’s interest in international issues has taken her to Nepal, Ecuador, France, Britain, Holland, Germany, The Czech and Slovak Republics, Canada, Mexico, Thailand, and Venezuela. She has traveled to Cuba as a member of a special women's delegation. She had been trying to learn Spanish for 5 years. 
Political/Electoral Experience:

See below for election history

Member of the California State Democratic Central Committee
Describe any previous elected offices held or sought and dates:

ELECTED EXPERIENCE

· Elected - Mountain View City Council, 1996

· Re-elected - Mountain View City Council, 2000

· Vice Mayor - Mountain View, 1999

· Mayor - Mountain View, 2000

· Chair - Council Finance Committee, Community Center ad hoc Committee, Investment Review Committee

· Member - Council Technology Committee, Neighborhoods Committee, CalTrain Policy Advisory Board and Santa Clara County Emergency Preparedness Council

Community/Volunteer Experience in relation to Choice: 

e.g. Demonstrated community leadership; has appeared, spoken and/or organized at pro-choice events; affiliated with pro-choice organization; promotes pro-choice policies locally; etc.

See Below

Relationship to Pro-choice community: 

e.g. Provided special assistance or has ties to pro-choice groups; previously endorsed by pro-choice organization; assists pro-choice organizations; pro-choice advocate with colleagues; credits pro-choice organizations for their political work; etc.

My 12-year history as a pro-choice activist is impossible to summarize in this brief questionnaire.  I am the co-founder and State Director for California Catholics for Free Choice.  In my role as a spokesperson on behalf of pro-choice Catholics I have received extensive media coverage and spoken to groups from around the world.  My speeches and recent activities can be reviewed at http://www.stasek.com/ccffc/.  I have received numerous awards for my activism, including the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Rights Freedom of Religion Award and the Alameda National Women’s Political Caucus Pro-Choice Champion Award.  I have worked with nearly every pro-choice organization in California at one time or another on projects within the pro-choice community including clinic defense, hospital mergers and now emergency contraception.  I began my political career as a pro-choice activist and I am seeking election to the State Assembly so that I can continue that work – especially on the issue of reproductive services at Catholic Hospitals.  I look forward to discussing my career in the pro-choice community during an upcoming interview.
INFORMATION ABOUT OPPONENT(S)  

(PLEASE ATTACH ONE PAGE FOR EACH OPPONENT)

I am fairly certain that both of my primary opponents are applying for your endorsement, so you should be receiving full information from them.  Please contact me and I will supply you with necessary information if this is not the case.

Candidate's Name:

Candidate's Occupation:

Previous Offices Held:

Previous Candidacy:

Community/Volunteer Experience:

Voting Record/Position on Choice:  

(Please provide any public statements, press releases or press articles on Choice that you have available.)

Other relevant information about your opponent:

CANDIDATE ANALYSIS OF DISTRICT/ELECTORAL HISTORY

Demographic Information:

e.g. Party registration; economic indicators: ethnic composition; age demographics.

45% Democrat, 30% Republican, 25% Other

The 22AD is in the heart of Silicon Valley and strongly pro-choice.  Even among Republican voters, pro-choice is an important issue.  It is a wealthy, highly-educated, young, ethnically diverse district with median incomes over $80,000 for a family of four.  The current high-tech downturn has impacted the district, but this should be a temporary situation.

Relevant Polling Data:

N/a

Political/Issue Environment:

e.g. Other relevant races; other relevant issues.

Housing, Transporation, Environment, Economy

Expenditures in Previous Cycles:

1996 Council race - $4500

2000 council race - $7800

Dominant Media:

San Jose Mercury News, local weeklies, local public access.  Channel 11 now transitioning from a San Jose focus to a Bay Area station will remove our major local television coverage.

What other organized electoral activity can you tell us about in your district?

e.g. Labor; business; progressive; anti-choice; environment; party.

The 22nd AD is a strongly Democratic district, but has strong support for business because of high tech and many high tech workers are not members of unions.  It is strongly pro-choice and strongly-pro-environment.

What is your campaign budget?

We have projected a budget of $150,000 to $200,000, but have a competitive strategy in place to leverage all available funding.

CARAL Choice PAC

caral@aol.com

32 Monterey Blvd.
10951 W. Pico Blvd., Ste 100


San Francisco, CA  94131
Los Angeles, CA  90064


(415) 334-1502
(310) 234-2805
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