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2002 CALIFORNIA STATE CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Candidate Signature:  ______
Print Name:___Rosemary Stasek_____________________

Office:  _Assembly___        District #_22___        Party: _Democrat     Phone: _650-988-1053__

Please fax back to: (310) 475-3147 

The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, united with the Million Mom March, is a national organization led by Jim and Sarah Brady working to reduce gun violence.   This questionnaire highlights our priority issues for California.  We will use your responses to make decisions on our endorsements.  If you have any questions, or for more information, please call Luis Tolley at (310) 441-3722.  Thank you.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Repeal Gun Industry’s Special Immunity:  The California Supreme Court recently ruled that gun manufacturers can not be held responsible even if they deliberately design, market and distribute assault weapons to criminals.  The Court found that a California law passed by the NRA 20 years ago provides broad special immunity to the gun industry for activities that increase the likelihood of criminal use of their products.  No other industry in California has such immunity.  The Brady Campaign believes that the gun industry should be held to the same legal standards as other industries – they should not be immune from accountability when they act irresponsibly and their actions result in foreseeable harm.  Legislation has been introduced in California that would repeal the special immunity enjoyed by the gun industry and establish the same legal rules for gun makers as for other products, SB 682 by Senator Don Perata (D-Oakland) and AB 496 by Assemblyman Paul Koretz (D-West Hollywood).

I support repealing the gun industry’s special immunity: __X__

I oppose repealing the gun industry’s special immunity:   ____

Comments:

Handgun Load Indicators and Magazine Safety Disconnects:  Inexpensive technology has long existed which could prevent “accidental” shootings.  All new handguns sold in California should have load-indicators that clearly show when a gun is loaded and pistols should have magazine safety disconnects which would prevent them from firing when the ammunition magazine is removed.  Too often, people think removing the magazine unloads the gun but one bullet can remain  ready to fire. These features would add less than $2 each to the cost of a handgun.   Legislation has been introduced in California to require new handguns to have load indicators and magazine disconnects, SB 510 by Senator Jack Scott (D-Pasadena).  The California Police Chiefs’ Association supports requiring handguns sold in California to have load indicators and magazine disconnects. 

I support requiring handguns sold in California to have load indicators and magazine disconnects:  _X__ 

 
I oppose requiring handguns sold in California to have load indicators and magazine disconnects:   ___

Comments:
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Child-Resistant or Personalized Handguns:  Most handguns lack internal locking devices that would prevent their use by children or unauthorized people.  The Brady Campaign believes that all handguns should be designed with child-resistant technology.  This would include built-in locking devices (rather than throw-away trigger locks), grip safeties that thwart children’s hands, and  “personalized” handgun technologies that recognize the owner of the handgun through magnetic rings, electric signals or fingerprint recognition technology and prevent use of the gun by unauthorized people.  Legislation has been introduced in California that would require future handguns to have built-in locks and child-resistant technology, AB 1219 by Assemblyman Dario Frommer (D-Los Angeles).

I support requiring handguns sold after 2004 to include “child-proof” features, if such 

technology is available and reasonably priced: __X__

I oppose requiring handguns sold after 2004 to include “child-proof” features, even if such 

technology is available and reasonably priced: ____

Comments:

50-Caliber Military Sniper Rifles:  California has restricted the sale of most assault weapons, but powerful 50-caliber military sniper rifles which are capable of penetrating armor from more than a mile away, are still being sold.  The Brady Campaign believes 50-caliber sniper rifles should not be sold in California.  50-caliber sniper rifles can shoot down airplanes and pierce armored vehicles.  They were used extensively by the U.S. military during the Persian Gulf war and their combination of armor penetrating power and exceptional long-range accuracy make them a formidable weapon for the military and a dangerous threat in terrorists’ hands.  There is no civilian purpose to these weapons.  Senator Dianne Feinstein has introduced federal legislation to restrict the sale of 50-caliber sniper rifles.


I support restricting the sale of 50-caliber sniper rifles to military and law enforcement:
___X__


I oppose restricting  the sale of 50-caliber sniper rifles to military and law enforcement:
_____


Comments:

Handgun Registration:  California does not require handguns to be registered annually as is required for automobiles, instead the state Department of Justice (DOJ) simply receives notification from a gun dealer when a handgun is purchased.  No follow up is done to determine whether the original buyer still has the weapon.  Gun owners do not have to report lost or stolen handguns, which creates a huge loophole in the state’s database for gun traffickers.  The Brady Campaign believes that handguns should be re-registered annually with the state DOJ and there should be mandated reporting of lost or stolen handguns so that law enforcement officials would have current handgun ownership information for tracing handguns used in crime and for identifying the source of handguns found in the hands of criminals and juveniles.  The California Police Chiefs’ Association supports registration of handguns.
I support requiring handguns to be periodically registered and for reporting of lost or stolen handguns. _X_

I oppose requiring handguns to be periodically registered and for reporting of lost or stolen handguns.  ___

Comments:

